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Workshop Provenance Research in 5 Steps: How to Start Provenance Research

Cindy Zalm - Head of realization & delivery at WM
Leandro Matthews Cascon - Research fellow at NIAS
Camiel de Kom - Digital heritage coach at RCE



Who is present today?



Who works with collections from a colonial
context?



What would you like to learn today?



What is Provenance Research?

"Aims to reconstruct, as accurately and complete as possible, the chain of makers, owners or custodians
of an object from the first transfer of ownership to the present day"

Provenance research into collections from a
colonial context: a guide (Culture Heritage
Agency of the Netherlands, 2025)

Established area for Art Museums and historical contexts (WW2 looted material);

For Ethnographic museums, systematic research is more recent (but always existed less-frequently)

Increasing dialogue between Provenance Research in Art Museums and Ethnographic Museums has
pointed to differences, similarities and potential in knowledge exchange.

Ex: debates at International Arbeitskreis for Provenienzforschung (Bonn, September 2025)
-Ethn. can contirbute to Art. In discussions on diverse (and sometimes subtle) forms of violence in collecting contexts
-Art can contribute to Ethn. on ways to construct stories which connect objects to individuals



Why do Provenance Research?

-Production of knowledge on collecting contexts, including of collectors and sociopolitical (colonial)
regimes which allowed obtainment of materials.

-Production of knowledge on communities and individuals who manufactured and/or provided
material to collectors.

-Determining specific objects or whole collections obtained through (diverse) forms of violence.
-An important part (but not enough in itself) for improving (or creating) access to collections to

countries and communities of origin.

Provenance Research can be an important instrument in wider processes of reparation of historical
injustices.




What is not Provenance Research, but can provide related information

-Studies of material culture through the use of ethnographic and ethohistorical sources
-Studies of material culture based on indigenous histories and ontologies (beliefs, views of the world)

Examples here presented will explore this interface between Provenance Research and other aspects
of material culture analysis




Connecting Diverse Materials for Provenance Research

Museum objects: result of various moments of separation of from their contexts and other materials.
1. Moment of collecting; 2. Transportation to centers of power and circulation in these; 3. Separation in different
institutions according to ‘sciences’ (ex: Ethn. And Nat. Hist. museums); 4. Further separation, organization and
classification inside museum according to protocols and ‘canons’.

Provenance Research: allows to re(connect) materials once collected together, and those not once part of a same
collection, but which together inform of wider collecting histories.

Tacana textile and needles »
(Wereldmuseum Frankfurt)
and Tacana man with -4

similar material (Frobenius
Institute). Image by Albert
Hahn during 1952-1954
expedition which resulted
in Karin Hissink collection.




Connecting Diverse Materials for Provenance Research
Walter Roth collection of Waiwai material (1927) at Varldskulturmuseet (Gothenburg)

Provenance research through dialogue between collector/director documentation, material culture analysis
and interpretations by Waiwai researchers
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Other methods for Provenance Research: Laboratory methods

Laboratory methods (sometimes called archaeometric methods) can provide valuable
information. Of great importance for older collections (frequently lacking documentation).

Radiocarbon dating (14C) allows estimating age of material. Strontium isotope (87Sr/86Sr) allows
determining geographic origins.

Cascon et al. 2025, Journal of Cultural Heritage. Wooden clubs from Dutch Royal Cabinet of Rarities,
now part of Wereldmuseum (transferred in 1883).

C ahbralrd date

EN-360-1580

RV-360-1582 1456-1523
(59.6%)
1575-1625

RV-360-5611 1526-1557
(19.9%)

1631-1664
(73.0%)

1786-1794
2 6% °

RV-360-8168 1641-1670
(62.2%)

1780-1799
33.3%

Figure 2 - (top): Upper extrenuty of club RV.360-1580, under normal circumstances (left) and using an
- Cubs selected for study. From left to right: RV-360-5611 (48 2cm) and RV-360-8168 infrared camera (right). Blue circle indicates sampled area in a place of most-recent growth. Photos: L

-  RV.260- 260 : - RV.360- M. Cascon. (bottom): of how for strontium analysis can be directed by minimal
(77.2¢m) (upper row); RV-360-1580 (43cm) and RV-360-5782 (73.Scm) (middle row); RV-360-1582 cos. (bottons: Exasple of how sacpting ysis by




Other methods for Provenance Research: Laboratory methods

RV-360-1580: Museum catalogue classifies club as ‘Warao’ from ‘Guyana’.
However, the shape of this club is not known for the region. RV-360-1580

Classification based on archival documentation - supposedly donated in 1824 by Kuhn,
head of military medical service and hospital in Surinam.

Errors in Kuhn's collection documentation - another club is actually North American (lroquois).

Low Strontium of club 1580 - probably from oceanic island outside of S. America and Caribbean.

Style highly similar to Ula drisia clubs from Fiji. Sr ratio of RV-360-1580 similar to Fijian materials.
Radiocarbon dates — most probably date of 1640-1670. Coincides with voyage of N
Jacob Le Maire and Willem Schouten (Fiji/Tonga, 1616).

Y

Techniques can completement archival documentation.

C14 and Sr relevant for provenance research on Colonial collections, as these often rely on
archival documentation for addressing ownership and restitution.

12 Tonga ‘throwing clubs’ (www.new-guinea-tribal-arts.com; sothebys.com)



Tsimane’
Catalogo de materialidades
del pueblo Tsimane” en
museos Europeos

territorialidod: Percepciones
pasadas, presentes y futuras entre los Tsimane*,
Mosetén , Tacana y Waiwal

Museo de la cultura mundial, Gotemburgo - Suedia
Museo de las cudturas del mundo, Frankfurt -
Alemaonia




Expanding limits of Provenance Research

Provocation: in collaborative work with indigenous communities, dreams often have an important
role for understanding musealized material culture. Objects can also speak to people, providing
information. How to dialogue non-indigenous and indigenous perspectives?

Tacanaloom, Museum der
Weltkulturen Frankfurt
(Karin Hissink collection),
collected early 1950s.

Gladys Ybaguari, skilled
- Tacana weaver and
- community leader.




Examples of Provenance Research at Wereldmuseum

\WERELD . . . .
MUSEUM What'son  Visit Collection stories  Education  Tickets Q EN v

AMSTERDAM

)
N N
{
\ = |
A series about provenance research in our museum. - \

https://amsterdam.wereldmuseum.nl/en/about-wereldmuseum-amsterdam/research/provenance-series
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Sources for guidance on provenance research

[1] Provenance research into collections from a colonial context: a
guide.  https://www.cultureelerfgoed.nl/publicaties/publicaties/20
25/01/01/handreiking-herkomstonderzoek-objecten-uit-een-
koloniale-context

[2] CLUES pilot project: final report
https://www.niod.nl/en/publications/clues-PPROCE

A
se ' - &&_ Culturat Heritage Agency
”%‘x . $o43  Ministryof Education, Culture dndStience

[3] Colonial Collections Datahub: digital research aids
https://app.colonialcollections.nl/en/research-aids

Colonial Collections Datahub T

Digital Research Aids

The research alds are constantly under construction and therefore out your thoughts on the digital ids, Throu Provenance research into colonial collections

subject to changes. can provide us with feedbac
Select and delineate

Doing research

rch aids were created by researchers from the Expert Sources
of the NIOD Institute for War, Holocaust and Genocide
Writing a provenance report

Pilotproject Provenance
Research on Objects of the Colonial Era

The Dutch restitution policy

Themes and categories Locations

Provenance research
into collections from
a colonial context

Museums and collections of onial Aruba, Bonaire and Curagao

Saba, Sint Eustatius and Sint Maarten >

Aguide

v

& ”> o oo & R

8 oge n'é‘(;,"g“ L LB A g.*'w .'L.”'&‘ a:n&u“
’N."°‘A¥ N#,-'“ '!Iﬁi‘ﬁ HIQ_..‘”."‘QE, e
Pasy . Pl POk PSRN S R



https://www.cultureelerfgoed.nl/publicaties/publicaties/2025/01/01/handreiking-herkomstonderzoek-objecten-uit-een-koloniale-context
https://www.cultureelerfgoed.nl/publicaties/publicaties/2025/01/01/handreiking-herkomstonderzoek-objecten-uit-een-koloniale-context
https://www.cultureelerfgoed.nl/publicaties/publicaties/2025/01/01/handreiking-herkomstonderzoek-objecten-uit-een-koloniale-context
https://www.cultureelerfgoed.nl/publicaties/publicaties/2025/01/01/handreiking-herkomstonderzoek-objecten-uit-een-koloniale-context
https://www.cultureelerfgoed.nl/publicaties/publicaties/2025/01/01/handreiking-herkomstonderzoek-objecten-uit-een-koloniale-context
https://www.cultureelerfgoed.nl/publicaties/publicaties/2025/01/01/handreiking-herkomstonderzoek-objecten-uit-een-koloniale-context
https://www.cultureelerfgoed.nl/publicaties/publicaties/2025/01/01/handreiking-herkomstonderzoek-objecten-uit-een-koloniale-context
https://www.cultureelerfgoed.nl/publicaties/publicaties/2025/01/01/handreiking-herkomstonderzoek-objecten-uit-een-koloniale-context
https://www.cultureelerfgoed.nl/publicaties/publicaties/2025/01/01/handreiking-herkomstonderzoek-objecten-uit-een-koloniale-context
https://www.cultureelerfgoed.nl/publicaties/publicaties/2025/01/01/handreiking-herkomstonderzoek-objecten-uit-een-koloniale-context
https://www.cultureelerfgoed.nl/publicaties/publicaties/2025/01/01/handreiking-herkomstonderzoek-objecten-uit-een-koloniale-context
https://www.cultureelerfgoed.nl/publicaties/publicaties/2025/01/01/handreiking-herkomstonderzoek-objecten-uit-een-koloniale-context
https://www.cultureelerfgoed.nl/publicaties/publicaties/2025/01/01/handreiking-herkomstonderzoek-objecten-uit-een-koloniale-context
https://www.cultureelerfgoed.nl/publicaties/publicaties/2025/01/01/handreiking-herkomstonderzoek-objecten-uit-een-koloniale-context
https://app.colonialcollections.nl/en/research-aids
https://app.colonialcollections.nl/en/research-aids
https://app.colonialcollections.nl/en/research-aids

Colonial Collections Datahub
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/. Colonial Collections
W7 Consortium

Colonial Collections Consortium
www.colonialcollections.org

a partnership between five organizations in the Netherlands.
The consortium supports institutions administering collections in
provenance research by sharing knowledge, answering questions

and providing stakeholders with a network.

DD R E L D ““n'“"l"‘g"’d s Rijksdienst voor het Cultureel Erfgoed
BRONBEEK RUKS MUSEUM MUSEUM =) 105
___'_____.._--"'"'-_ o ___________.-—-"""‘-_ . __.'________.--"""l
__________..--"" i



—

/@a\.  Colonial Collections
\\!{f Consortium

o Which colonial collections are present in the Netherlands? (accessibility)
o How did they get there? (provenance)

o What is transparency and how can we measure it?




Datahub

https://app.colonialcollections.nl/en https://datasets.colonialcollections.nl/en

. Ceicnil Colectines Datahut B Soarchehiocts  Commritien  Medosrch At 4B Culonial Colktion Dataset Browser

A g ¢

OatasatBrowser  Abowt  FAQ  Contact

Colonial Collections Datahub

Heritage communities




Dataset Research
Register Application

Knowledge Graph
(CIDOC Linked Art)

Linked Data Linked Data
(Wereldmuseum) Linked Data Linked Data Linked Data ()
{Bronbeek) (Rijksmuseum) (RCE)

Wereldmuseum Bronbeek Rigkamuseum

CMS CMS cMS RCECMS
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Colonial Collections Datahub B0

Search for text

donesié

Locations of creation
[ indonesia

(O china

[ philippines

O india

(O saudi Arabia

216,105 Objects

CORONA-MONDKAPJE BL
JUMPSUIT IN IKAT-STHL

Wereldmuseum

Date made
From year Till year

STOLA BUJ JUMPSUIT IN IKAT-
STUL

Wereldm:

Types
[ phetographs
[ coins (money)
O amows

01 wayang puppets
[ statues

Mare JUMPSUIT MET OPDRUK IN
SUMBANESE IKAT-STLL

Materials

O wood

(O paper (fiber product)
[ bamboo

[ cotton

O rattan

More

JONGENSSHIRT

Maker(s)

[ onbekend / Unknown

[ r. HEF. (Hendrik Freerk) Tillema
(] . Gregor Kraus

[J dhr - van vulpen

) Leontine vi HOOFDDOEK BJ JUMPSUIT IN

IKAT-STLL

More Wereldmuseum

Data providers
O wereldmuseum 215674

[ Rijksmuseum
(O cuttural Heritage Agency

Showing 1 to 25 of 216105 results

Colonial Collections Datahub EE0)

Search objects

SONGKET JURK MET LAMPJES

Werelamuseum

No title

Werelamuseum

SHAWL BIJ SONGKET JURK
MET LAMPJES

Werelamuseum

HOOFDDOEK BLJ SONGKET
JURK MET LAMPJES

Wereldmuseum

‘ME AND GANESHA"

Werelamuseum

Communities

Research Aids

MINIATUURVOORWERPEN IN
DE VOM VAN EEN LIBELLE DIE
BLJ DE INWLIDING VAN EEN
TEMPEL IN DE FUNDERING
'WORDEN BEGRAVEN

Wereidmuseum

EDELSTENEN DIE BIJ DE
INWLDING VAN EEN TEMPEL
IN DE FUNDERING WORDEN
BEGRAVEN

Wereidmuseum

MINIATUURVOORWERPEN IN
DE VORM VAN EEN VLINDER
DIE BUJ DE INWUDING VAN
EEN TEMPEL IN DE
FUNDERING WORDEN
BEGRAVEN

Wereldmuseum

BEELD VAN MAN MET
ELEFANTIASIS

Wereldmuseum

MINIATUURVOORWERPEN IN
DE VORM VAN
TIMMERMANSGEREEDSCHAP
DAT BIJ DE INWIDING VAN
EEN TEMPEL IN DE
FUNDERING WORDT
BEGRAVEN

Wereidmuseum

Search objects

Home About v English ~ (€

Clear search filters

Viewsettings v | Date made - Descenaing

PAAR OORRONGETJES VOOR
3-MAANDENCEREMONIE

Wereidmuseum

MINIATUURVOORWERPEN IN
DE VORM VAN
LOTUSBLOEMEN DIE BIJ DE
INWUIDING VAN EEN TEMPEL
IN DE FUNDERING WORDEN
BEGRAVEN

Wereidmuseum

VINGERRING

Wereldmuseum

MINIATUURVOORWERPEN IN
DE VORM VAN SPRINKHANEN
DIE BIJ DE INWIDING VAN
EEN TEMPEL IN DE
FUNDERING WORDEN
BEGRAVEN

Wereidmuseum

MINIATUURVOORWERPEN IN
DE VORM VAN EEN STOEL DIE
BU DE INWUDING VAN EEN
TEMPEL IN DE FUNDERING
WORDEN BEGRAVEN

Wereidmuseum

MELASTI

Wereldmuseum

MINIATUURVOORWERPEN IN
DE VORM VAN EEN EEND DIE
BIJ DE INWIJDING VAN EEN
TEMPEL IN DE FUNDERING
WORDEN BEGRAVEN

Wereldmuseum

PAAR ENKELRINGETJES VOOR
3-MAANDENCEREMONIE

Wereldmuseum

MINIATUURVOORWERPEN DIE
BIJ DE INWIJDING VAN EEN
TEMPEL IN DE FUNDERING
WORDEN BEGRAVEN

Wereldm:

PAAR POLSRINGETJES VOOR
3-MAANDENCEREMONIE

Wereldmuseum
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Communities D IS

i T ETTTGE 2 ey e E PRSI My 2 With an account you can join a community o create one
specific culture or geographical area, or that connect to certain yourself,
heritage for intrinsic reasons. On this platform, a community

can make lists of objects and records that are meaningful to

them, and provide them with context and perspectives. The

option to make a community is a direct response to the wishes

expressed in an international user workshop for this platform.

Since the workshop alse brought forward the wish to have

multiple perspectives coexist on the platform, a community is

not an all-encompassing claim to representation, but rather an

inclusive collaborative effort.

earch for communi

——
R

BEGANDRING

SoERABAIA

Community of example.community Community of Bali Community of Begandring Soerabaia Community of Test Community

Kami adalah kemunitas yang terdiri dari orang Bali Test description
dan individu lain yang memiliki ketertarikan terhadap
objek warisan budaya Bali yang berasal dari kontek.

NaN members NaN members

Community Masyarakat Peduli Sejarah Community of Indonesia Collection Community Pressing Matter Winter
of Aceh of School 2025

Collections from colonial context that originating
from Indonesia
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< Back to community

List created by Pressing Matter Winter School 2025

Selected objects by participants

95 objects

Speelkaart

Wereldmuseum

Wereldmuseum

PORTRET VAN EEN
MAN

Wereldmuseum

GERT IN EEN BOOT
OP DE PEEL RIVER
TUDENS DE
OVERSTEEK, NAAST
TWEE INDIANEN-
KINDEREN DIE
MEEVAREN.

Wereidmuseum

image not available

image not available

Wereldmuseum

No title

Wereldmuseum

PORTRET VAN EEN

MAN image not available

Wereldmuseum

GERT IN EEN BOOT
OP DE PEEL RIVER
GEVAREN DOOR
TWEE INDIANEN.

image not available

Wereldmuseum

Hanglamp

Wereldmuseum

MAE NN N EE
BORSTSIERAAD

Wereldmuseum

PORTRET VAN EEN

MAN image not available

Wereldmuseum

MAN IN EEN BOOT
OP DE PEEL RIVER
TUDENS DE
TERUGTOCHT.

Wereldmuseum

MINIATUUR
SECRETAIRE,
BESTEMD ALS
OPBERGKISTJE
VOOR KLEINE
SIERADEN

Wereldmuseum

SCHILD

Wereldmuseum

SIERBAND/DRAAGBAND

Wereldmuseum

TWEE
MANNEN IN
EEN BOOT OP
DE PEEL
RIVER
TIDENS DE
TERUGTOCHT.

Wereldmuseum

Wereldmuseum

STALEN MES MET
HOUTEN HANDVAT

Wereldmuseum

Wereldmuseum

TWEE MANNEN IN
EEN BOOT OP DE
PEEL RIVER TUDENS
DE TERUGTOCHT.

image not available

Wereldmuseum
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GODENBEELD, VOORSTELLENDE ARCA
LINGGA

GOOENREELD, VOORSTELLENDE ARCA UINGGA

Lrw At Drewiie 40 eetonsl 100 BV EA 40

Dt godenbesld is gemaskt van Chinese murten (kepengl bt gegicht
gemaskt van cen dunne plast goud. Het stelt een risdragend beeld van een
gocheld voor. Het is de tidelje anrdse verblyiplaats van de godheid tidens
terpetisesten (odolan) Na afloop van het feest worden deze beelden
gereirsg - Read more

Balinese Hindu community call this object as pratima (or in Balinese language U Ny e bemaniss
pretima) which mean sacred statue as the embodiments of e spirits of godis. 9% Mhe of Indesesia Collartion iomennty

On o0 24 B3

ncertons or kings as the ruber of the region. Pratima has three yymbolic First is
ew eacusce

the meaning of holiness. meaning that by wonhiping and honoting
Protioma in She Jemple, it B opectnd 2o awaken and mantain the sanctity of the
henrts of the worthipers, Second i the meaning of the leadentip, # is hoped
that the worshipers of pratima and the temple concerned are abie b0 load thew
deithes in a0 effont 10 srengthen and increae wads bhakds 10 the gods and
socenors. Thied i the meaning of harmony and wwity mean that theough the
existence of pratima, it can grow, swaken, and strengthen the spiit of ha

of the people who carty the pratima and the temple conceimed)|

N pgee



Tarshened Somn FA (Frederik Albert) Liefrinck

Data provider object
Fhe date of ths obyect I provided by

Wereldmuseum
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2312 BS Leiden
Netherlareds
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Digital Research Aids

The research aids are canstantly under construction and therefore
subject to changes.

On March 20, 2025, an initial presentation of the digital research aids took.
place at Spui25 in Amsterdam. You can watch a recording of the event via
the Spui25 website.

On this page you can find various research aids that can assist you in doing

(provenance) research on colonial collections. The research aids contain

fage segments: | Themesand categories. | Locatiors Top T

Search objects  Communities R

information about conducting research on objects that were acquired in a
colanial context and which are currently part of museum callections in the
Metherlands. Besides a brief description of the subject. the research aids
provide specific research tips and references 1o relevant source material.

We are curious about your thoughts on the digital research aids, Therefore.
we have created o questionnaire. The form allows you to provide any
feedback or additional information.

Themes and categories

Museums and collections

inklijk Bataviaasch Genootschap van
Kunsten en Wetenschappen

Missiemuseum Ste;
Museon-Omniversum
Museum Bronbeek
Museum Nusantara
Naturalis Biodiversity Center

Natuurhistorisch en Volkenkundig Museum
Oudenbosch

Rijksmuseum Amsterdam
Rijksmuseum van Qudheden
Royal Cabinet of Curiosities

Volkenkundig Museum ‘Gerardus van der
Leeuw’

Volkenkundig Museum Justinus van Nassau

Locations

The tradi
context

objects from a col Aruba, Bonaire and Curagao
Groote Koninkijke Bazar

International Colonial and Export Exhibition
1883

Kunsthandel Van Lier

Royal Asian Art Society in the Netherlands

Army and navy personnel in colonised
territories

Hoofdeursus Kampen
Museum Branbesk

Volkenkundig Museum Justinus van Nassau

Scientific research in colonised
territories

Royal Netherlands Institute of Southeast
Asian and Caribbean Studies (KITLV)

Volkenkundig Museum ‘Gerardus van der

Provenance research into colonial collections
Select and delineate
Doing research

Sources

Saba, Sint Eustatius and Sint Maarten




OBJECTS PROVENANCE HISTORICAL EVENTS ACTORS

Pressing Matter Sampo

Ownership, Value and the Question of Colonial Heritage in Museums

Select a perspective to search and browse the knowledge graph:

Historical Events

Historical Events connected to the object

Images are collctad from frasly av
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PM-Sampo

https://pmsampo.demo.seco.cs.aalto.fi/en




Challenges

Bringing data together

Data standards

What is accessibility?

Thesauri use

Who moderates added narratives?
How to translate meta data?

Data quality

0




Present and Future

Present
 Rijkmuseum Amsterdam
RCE
Bronbeek
NIOD

Improve collaboration, engagement and visibility (e.g. webinars and video tutorials)

Future
« More datasets outside of Consortium
- FEuropean collaboration?

0
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Reflections and conversation
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Thank you for your participation

Do you have any questions, please contact us at:
info@colonialcollections.nl



mailto:info@colonialcollections.nl
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